
Meanwhile, Washington produces some 
world-beating reds, but as is so often the case 
for number two, they aren’t as well-known 
in wider wine circles. Brands like Quilceda 
Creek, Leonetti, Betz, ark yan, Cayuse 
and Precept Brands may not yet have the 
name recognition of California’s premiere 
producers, but they create wines of equal — 
if not superior  quality. or example, the 
2003, 2005 and 2007 Quilceda Creek Cab-
ernets were awarded 100 points by Robert 
Parker, of The Wine Advocate, an honor that 
has rarely been awarded by the world’s most 
influential wine critic.

Why mention this? In wine circles, weath-
er and soil are widely considered the two 
most important factors that affect the ulti-
mate outcome of a wine. California, and 
specifically the Napa region, has a classic 
grape-growing environment; warm sunny 
days, cool evenings and rich soil composi-
tion create ideal conditions. In Washington, 
the same conditions exist in the Columbia 

Valley AVA, where most of the state’s wine 
grapes are grown. Coincidentally, it’s the 
same region where Clarity arms decided to 
grow cannabis with an emphasis on the same 
techniques and attention to detail that grape 
growers use to create world-class wines. 

As the legal market grows and spreads its 
wings, a lot of the conventional wisdom in 
the cannabis industry will be supplanted by 
innovation and pioneering business models. 
The entrepreneurs who display a willingness 
to explore new methods and styles of culti-
vation today may well represent the future 
of a fascinating and quickly evolving new 
industry. To that end, the Clarity arms busi-
ness model stands out as a unique and excit-
ing departure from the norm.

Marijuana Venture’s interview with Jian 
Malihi, co-owner, head grower and strategist 
at Clarity arms, was an eye-opening discus-
sion that centered on his adherence to many 
of the same growing and marketing strategies 
that are common in the wine industry.
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Marijuana Venture:   
You chose central Washington’s Co-
lumbia Valley as the farm’s location. 
Is there any particular reason you se-
lected that geographical area?

Jian Malihi: There were a lot 
of reasons for 

choosing the site we eventually settled 
on. The setting is quite different from 
that of a traditional, clandestine, tucked-
away-in-the-mountains cannabis culti-
vation site. This facility is smack dab in 
the middle of Washington’s legacy ag-

ricultural land and surrounded by 100-
plus acre irrigation pivots. It’s extremely 
productive land. The area boasts deep 
loam soils, and a consistent and relative-
ly predictable growing climate, which 
provides a solid venue for applying tra-
ditional agricultural techniques to can-
nabis cultivation. The aim is to create 
a crop program that yields consistent, 
high-quality, unique cannabis that rep-
resents our particular region.

MV: In the wine business, soil 
and climate are huge selling 

points. Do you see that happening 

The climate, control 
and curating processes 
at Clarity arms yields 
impressive results.
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with the marijuana industry?

JM: At this point, I think measurable 
connoisseurship is just starting to 

emerge among cannabis users. There are 
no master sommelier-style tests for mar-
ijuana like there are for wine. However, 
we are starting to see groups apply flavor 
and effect’ metrics to cannabis testing. I 
know that Confidence Analytics is one 
local group venturing into this type of 
discipline. 

The founders of that testing lab are cre-
ating a new test that people can conduct 
on their product, which aims to provide 

customers with an accurate description of 
the strain’s flavor and effect’ profile. This 
type of focused and methodical approach 
to cannabis connoisseurship is certainly 
new to me. I predict we will see a lot more 
of this level of discipline used for deter-
mining the value of certain strains. There 
certainly is the same type of cultural pas-
sion behind cannabis that there is in the 
wine community, so it seems natural that 
the industry will evolve in a direction that 
creates products for aficionados.

MV: Can you see the eventual devel-
opment of appellations in the 

cannabis world?

JM: Absolutely. Cannabis strains vary 
greatly by their preferred growing 

conditions, which leads sun growers to 
focus on growing varieties best suited for 
their particular micro-climate. As knowl-
edge is accumulated, this process will get 
more sophisticated and will continue to 
make different regions known for specific 
styles of marijuana. 

I think we will first see socially-iden-
tified appellations, which we already in-
formally see with common distinctions 
between indoor and outdoor product. A 



I THINK MEASURABLE 
CONNOISSEURSHIP IS JUST 

STARTING TO EMERGE 
AMONG CANNABIS USERS“

Clarity arms head 
grower and co-

owner ian alihi 
stands amid the grow 

operation along with a 
faithful companion
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lot must happen before we see an Ameri-
can Viticulture Area (AVA) style system 
emerge, but we undoubtedly will.

MV: You decided to grow in the native 
soil of the Columbia Basin. Can 

you really taste the difference that native 
soil has on the final product?

JM: We have grown in countless medi-
ums over the years, but last season 

was the first time we planted in straight na-
tive soil. We amended the field lightly and 
then dropped the starts into the ground. The 
soil in the basin is very rich, which has a 
ma or impact on flavor development across 
all crops. Inherently, the basin’s native soil 
has more to offer the plants than anything 
manmade. 

The result is especially evident in the 
rich, earthy undertones in the oil that we 
extract from the buds. We use pure liquid 
CO2, which preserves the natural terpenes 

of each individual strain and provides a 
concentrated experience of that flower’s 
flavor profile. The oil from this year’s crop 
is more nuanced and complex than any oth-
er oil we’ve ever produced. This last crop 
season was out first in this particular field, 
but we feel confident to say that the native 
soil and climate contributed greatly to the 
flavors of our flowers and oil.

MV: Were there any additional nutri-
ents that Clarity used to enhance 

the soil? Does native soil reduce the need 
for additives?

JM: We amended with mint slugs and 
other organic fertilizers. When 

planting in the ground, the key is to feed 
the soil and then let the soil feed the plants. 

ou can absolutely use less fertilizer when 
planting in nutrient-rich soil, and native 
soils vary greatly depending on where they 
are and the soil type. This, in turn, means 

essica Corcorran at 
work feeding the soil. 

elow:  Healthy colas 
nearing harvest.



that to really know how to best treat it, 
you need to do a professional soil anal-
ysis.

MV: What challenges did you face 
as sun growers this year? Do 

you have any advice for others consid-
ering the sun-grown route?

JM: It would be easier to ask what 
challenges we didn’t face. This 

was our first year at the Othello site, and 
everything was unknown except that we 
knew the soil was excellent, and that the 
Columbia Basin gets lots of sun. Just 
about every day presented a new chal-
lenge. 

Planting in the native soil at first 
seemed to be a mistake, but ended up 

being very rewarding. Our clones had to 
go from a growing medium to native soil 
during a record heatwave, and it made for 
a rough start. Luckily, the plants proved 
to be very hardy and adaptable, and most 
of our worries there were unfounded. 

There is a fairly steep learning curve 
associated with farming and growing 
in a style that we were not completely 
comfortable with. My advice for any-
one deciding to grow in native soils, and 
utilizing traditional farming methods is 
to not bite off more than they can chew. 

arming is risky and action-packed, and 
unexpected events can occur and cause 
devastation. Simple climatic occurrenc-
es like hail, strong winds or a heat wave 
can wreak havoc. Have a plan and stay 
focused.

Just the 
FACTS
–

COMPANY: 
Cla ity a s

OWNERS: 
cott i fin  e y odes 

and ian ali i

LOCATION: 
on oe and t ello  

Washington

EMPLOYEES: 
21

NUMBER OF STRAINS: 
25

TOP-SELLING STRAINS: 
o o di s  and 
lac  C e y oda

WEBSITE: 
clarityfarms.net

CONTACT: 
ian ali i  

FARMING IS RISKY AND ACTION-
PACKED, AND UNEXPECTED 

EVENTS CAN OCCUR“

ian alihi out 
in the eld.
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